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TAGS:PLOS 

SUBJECT: DEEP SEABED MINING LEGISLATION 

1 . DEEP SEABED MINING LEGISLATION (H.R. 3350) PASSED 

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JULY 26 WITH NEW NUMBER 
H.R. 12988. VOTE WAS 3 12-80. SENATE BILL (S. 2053) 

HAS PASSED SENATE ENERGY COMMITTEE AND IS CURRENTLY 
PENDING BEFORE COMMERCE COMMITTEE. IT IS EXPECTED THAT 
COMMERCE COMMITTEE WILL REPORT BILL WITHIN TWO WEEKS. 

IT MUST THEN BE HEARD BY FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
BEFORE IT CAN BE PASSED BY SENATE. IT IS POSSIBLE 
(ALTHOUGH UNLIKELY) THAT LEGISLATION COULD BE PASSED 
AND SENT TO THE PRESIDENT DURING 95TH CONGRESS WHICH IS 
EXPECTED TO ADJOURN BY EARLY OCTOBER, BUT DEFINITELY 
NOTPRIOR TO THE CONCLUSION OF THE SEVENTH SESSION OF 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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LOS CONFERENCE ON SEPTEMBER 15. 

2. IN RESPONDING TO QUESTIONS BY FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS 
ABOUT MINING LEGISLATION THE FOLLOWING POINTS SHOULD 
BE STRESSED. 

-EVENTUAL PASSAGE OF DEEP SEABED MINING LEGISLATION 
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DOES NOT LESSEN OUR COMMITMENT TO ACHIEVING A COMPREHEN- 
SIVE LOS TREATY. HOWEVER, IT WOULD DEMONSTRATE THAT 
THE U.S. IS PREPARED TO PROCEED WITH DEEP SEABED MINING 
IN THE EVENT WE ARE UNABLE TO ACHIEVE A TREATY. 

— H.R. 12988: IS INTERIM IN NATURE; THAT IS, IT WOULD 
BE SUPERSEDED BY A LOS TREATY. 

-IT CONTAINS PROVISIONS FOR SHARING REVENUES FROM DEEP 
SEABED MINING WITH LESS DEVELOPED COUNTRIES. THIS, 

WE BELIEVE, GIVES MEANING TO THE PRINCIPLE OF THE 
COMMON HERITAGE OF MANKIND. 

-IT PROCEEDS ON THE LEGAL BASIS THAT DEEP SEABED 
MINING IS A FREEDOM OF THE HIGH SEAS. HOWEVER IT 
DOES NOT ASSERT SOVEREIGNTY OVER ANY SPECIFIC AREA 
OF THE HIGH SEAS OR DEEP SEABED. CHRISTOPHER 
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